On Learning Aggadah
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The preachers of Haggadah say, If you want to know
He who spoke and created the world, learn Haggadah
for this way you will know He who spoke and created
the world and will cling to his ways.
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R. Isaac ben Pinhas says: Anyone who has midrash but
has no halakha has not tasted wisdom. Anyone who has
halakha but not midrash has not tasted fear of sin.

He used to say: Anyone who has midrash and not
halakha is like a strong man without weapons. Anyone
who has halakha without midrash is like a weakling
with weapons. If he has both he is like a strong man
with weapons.
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R. Nahman and R. Isaac were sitting at a meal and R.
Nahman said to R. Isaac: Let the Master expound
something. He replied: Thus said R. Johanan: One
should not converse at meals lest the windpipe acts
before the gqullet and his life will thereby be
endangered. After they ended the meal he added: Thus
said R. Johanan: Jacob our patriarch is not dead. He [R.
Nahman] objected: Was it then for nought that he was
bewailed and embalmed and buried?-The other replied:
| derive this from a scriptural verse, as It is said,
Therefore fear thou not, O Jacob, My servant, saith the
Lord; neither be dismayed, O Israel,- for, lo, I will save
thee from afar and thy seed from the land of their
captivity. The verse likens him [Jacob] to his seed
[Israel]; as his seed will then be alive so he too will be
alive.

MM NN PN 27 PM )
190 M) 29 Y IMNNX ,XNTIVD2
LMY NN NN D RDOY : PNYd
PHDN PN PN 127 NN ON
LYY IP OTRP NIV ,NTIVDA
WMN TIVOT N2 .7IOD T NIN
APY> S PNY 127 NN DN Y
375231 : 7D NN - NN NI WIAN
1927) NMVIN TVINY NNITID 11D
NN NIPN 7D DN - INMIIAP
ON NNNY ('917797) NIV, UNT
NN XY N DN APY T2y RPN
NNY PININD TYWIN )N D HNRIWY
NI WPN DAY NIND YN
NN N - DYNA WA DN YND

.0»Na

9N INMVY 790 NNy NXan 4

Haggadah is any explanation found in the Talmud on
any matter that is not a commandment. This is
Haggadah and you should only accept from it that
which makes sense. You should know that all that the
Rabbis have established as halakha in the area of
commandments is from Moshe Rabenu who received it
from the Almighty and you may not add to it or take
away from it. But that which they have explained
regarding verses, each person says what he thinks and
as he sees it. We learn from them whatever makes sense
in our minds and the rest we do not rely on them.
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